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 ANTONYMS & SYNONYMS, COMPREHENSION

Unit Overview:  You will continue reading The Westing Game, and you will need 
to find answers to some questions from the chapters you are reading.  You will also do 
an activity with antonyms and synonyms. You will learn some information about how a 
thesaurus works. A comprehension strategy (K-W-L) is introduced. 

Directions:  Read Chapters 12 through 16 of The Westing Game.  Write the answer to 
the question.

Now answer questions 1 – 14

Synonyms

Synonyms are different words or phrases in the same language that have a similar 
meaning. For example, the words "bigger" and "larger" are synonyms. Either one could 
be used in the sentence such as "Elephants are bigger than mice" or "Elephants are 
larger than mice." Both sentences have the same meaning.



The words stones and rocks are synonyms.

Here are the two synonyms used in 
sentences:

The wall was made of rocks.

The wall was made of stones.

Synonym Pairs

rip tear

laugh giggle

home house

sleep snooze

jump leap

angry mad

gaze stare

big large

You can use a thesaurus to find synonyms, or you can use a website such as
http://www.synonym.com.

Antonyms

Antonyms are words that mean the opposite of another word. For example, the words 
"old" and "new" are antonyms. If something is "old" it can not be "new".



The words happy and sad are antonyms.

Bethany was happy about going to 
camp. 

Jennie was sad about going to camp.

Happy and sad are antonyms, words that are opposite one another.

Antonym Pairs

short tall

smile frown

brave cowardly

far near

crooked straight

rough smooth

silly serious



mountain valley

You can use a thesaurus to find antonyms, or you can use a website such as 
http://www.antonymsfor.com/. 

Using a Thesaurus

A thesaurus is similar to a dictionary in that it is full of words.  You can use a 

dictionary to find the definitions, pronunciations, and uses for words.  However, a 

thesaurus is used to find synonyms and antonyms for words.  

When you are writing, you might find yourself using very common words or using the 

same words again and again.  When this happens, your reader has a difficult time 

picturing what you are writing about.  Look at the two sentences below.

Heather is a good athlete.

Heather is a fantastic athlete.



The words good and fantastic both tell us that Heather is a good athlete.  However, the 

word fantastic tells us that her athletic skills are even better than the average person’s.  

The word good is a common word, and it isn’t very descriptive.

The best way to find more mature, descriptive words for your writing is to use a 

thesaurus.  A thesaurus is organized in alphabetical order just like a dictionary.  You 

can look up a word and find synonyms that are clearer and more descriptive.  Below is 

an example of a thesaurus entry for the word happy.

happy
ADJECTIVE: 1. Suitable for a particular person, condition, occasion, or place: appropriate, 

apt, becoming, befitting, correct, felicitous, fit1, fitting, meet2, proper, right, 
tailor-made. See RIGHT. 2. Being in or showing good spirits: bright, cheerful,
cheery, chipper, lighthearted, sunny. See HAPPY. 3. Having achieved 
satisfaction, as of one's goal: content, fulfilled, gratified, satisfied. See HAPPY. 
4. Eagerly compliant: delighted, glad, pleased, tickled. See HAPPY. 5.
Providing joy and pleasure: cheerful, cheery, festive, glad, joyful, joyous,
pleasing. See HAPPY. 6. Characterized by luck or good fortune: fortunate, 
lucky, providential. See LUCK. 7. Marked by festal celebration: festive, gala, 
glad, gladsome, joyful, joyous, merry. See HAPPY.



Looking at this list would allow you to 
choose a word that is more descriptive 
than the word happy.  Rather than 
saying that the family is happy, you can 
say that the family is cheerful.

Comprehension strategies:

What Is K-W-L?

K-W-L is the creation of Donna Ogle and is a 3-column chart that helps capture the 
Before, During, and After components of reading a text selection. 

• K stands for Know
What do I already know about this topic? 

· W stands for Will or Want
What do I think I will learn about this topic?
What do I want to know about this topic? 

• L stands for Learned
What have I learned about this topic?

How Does It Work?

1. Label Column 1 K, Column 2 W, Column 3 L. 
2. Before reading, fill in the Know column with everything they already know 

about the topic. This helps generate their background knowledge. 



3. Then predict what you might learn about the topic, which might follow a quick 
glance at the topic headings, pictures, and charts that are found in the reading. 
This helps set your purpose for reading and focuses your attention on key ideas. 

4. Alternatively, you might put in the middle column what you want to learn about 
the topic. 

5. After reading, fill in your new knowledge gained from reading the content. You 
can also clear up misperceptions about the topic which might have shown up in 
the Know column before you actually read anything. This is the stage of 
metacognition: did you get it or not? 

Print:

• K - W - L Chart (shown below) 
• K - W - L Chart (modified) 

K
What Do I Already 

Know?

W
What Do I Think I 

Will Learn?
or

What Do I Want To 
Know?

L
What Have I 

Learned?



Directions:  Find the answer to the question using the indicated chapter from The 
Westing Game and write your answer.

Now answer questions 15-27



SCIENTIFIC NOTATION 

In the field of science and computers, large numbers with lots of zeros are 
cumbersome to compute.  Thus, a short notation, called scientific notation, is 
used to write these numbers.   

First we’ll look at the meaning of scientific notation and writing standard 
numbers for numbers expressed in scientific notation.  Then we’ll express 
large numbers in scientific notation. We’ll extend our knowledge of 
scientific notation by looking at more numbers expressed in scientific 
notation. 

Write answers for scientific notation similar to this example:  

       3.4 times 10 to the 4th power  

PROBLEM SOLVING:  FRACTION AND DECIMAL 
APPLICATIONS 

We will practice problem solving and apply our knowledge of decimals and 
fractions.  Remember to use addition when finding sums, subtraction to find 
differences and compare amounts, multiplication when finding products, and 
division to find quotients.  Use division when sharing amounts equally and 
finding averages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard Form for Numbers in Scientific Notation 
 

 
 

         
In this section, we will take numbers given in scientific notation and write 
them in standard form. 
 

Example 1:  What is the standard form for 47 10× ? 
 

4

4

7 10
7 (10 10 10 10) 10 10 10 10 10
7 10,000 10 10 10 10 10,000
70,000

× =
= × × × × = × × ×
= × × × × =
=

 

 
The standard form for 47 10×  is 70,000. 

 
 
Example 2:  What is the standard form for 58.2 10× ? 
 

58.2 10
8.2 (10 10 10 10 10)
8.2 100,000
820,000

× =
= × × × × ×
= ×
=

 

 
The standard form for 5  is 8.2 10 820,000× . 

 
 
 
 

When a number is expressed in scientific notation, it is written 
as a product of two parts: 
 
 a number that is less than 10, but greater than or equal to 1 

 
 a power of ten 

 
45.6×10 = 56,000  

 
 
 

0

8.2
100000

820000.
×

820,000=



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A shortcut to multiply by a power of ten is to start at 
the decimal point’s location and move it right as 
many places as the given power. 
 

5 200008.2 10 8 . 820,000× = =   
 
*Use zeros as place holders.  In this case, the 2 takes 
up one place, so four zeros are needed to complete 
the move of 5 places to the right for the power of 5.  



Express Large Numbers in Scientific Notation 
 
 

 
 
To express a number in scientific notation, determine the first part that is a 
number between 1 and 10, and then determine the power of 10 that will 
make the expression equal to the given number. 
 

Example 1:  What is the scientific notation for 9,000,000? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6

9,000,000
9 1,000,000
9 10

=
= ×
= ×

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When a number is expressed in scientific notation, it is written 
as a product of two parts: 
 
 a number that is less than 10, but greater than or equal to 1 

 
 a power of ten 

 
456,000 = 5.6×10  

 
 
 

Look at the first 
nonzero digits of the 
number and write as a 
number between 1 
and 10. 
 

Multiply the 
number by a power 
of ten that will give 
the standard 
number. 
 
 
 

69 10×

A shortcut to calculate the power is to place a 
decimal point after the first digit of the number, and 
then count the number of places right to the end of 
the whole number.  
 

6009,0 00000,000 9. 9 00 1= = ×   
 
Count six places to the end of the number, so the 
power is 6. Counting right gives a positive power. 



 
The scientific notation for 9,000,000 is 69 10× . 
 
 
Example 2:  What is the scientific notation for 673,000? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5

673,000
6.73 100,000
6.73 10

=
= ×
= ×

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The scientific notation for 673,000 is 56.73 10× . 

 
 

 
 

Look at the nonzero 
digits at the beginning 
of the number and 
write as a number 
between 1 and 10 by 
placing a decimal 
point after the first 
digit. 
 

Multiply the 
number by a power 
of ten that will give 
the standard 
number. 
 
 
 

56.73 10×

A shortcut to calculate the power is to place a 
decimal point after the first digit of the number, and 
then count the number of places right to the end of 
the whole number.  
 

573000673,000 6. 6.73 10= = ×   
 
Count five places to the end of the number, so the 
power is 5. Counting right gives a positive power. 



 
 

FIRST SEMESTER FINAL EXAM 
 

 
 

 
Unit Overview 

 
In this unit you will be tested on the material we have covered in the first 17 units. 
You may need to review this information to do well in this section. Read each 
question carefully and then choose the best answer. 
 

GOOD LUCK ON YOUR EXAM! 

 

 

    Now answer questions 1 through 25. 

 



 

 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE ROMAN EMPIRE

      
 
 
 

 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre:  Jerusalem 

 
 

 



Unit Overview      
 
For the most part, the Romans ruled their empire with a practical hand.  As long as 
local people did not interfere with the collection of taxes and respected Roman 
authority, they were permitted to keep their customs.  This included the practice of 
religion.  When the Romans began to worship their emperors as gods, however, 
Jews, most of whom lived in the province of Judea, objected.  In that same region, 
Christianity, a new religion based on the teachings of Jesus, developed.  Because 
these faiths were focused on the concept of one, true God, conflicts with Roman 
authorities erupted, and persecutions followed.  Let’s see how it all happened. 
 
 
The Romans and their Religion     
 
By the time Augustus came to power, religion for the Romans was less about the 
gods themselves and more about what they represented.  Jupiter, Juno, Neptune 
and other Roman gods were important symbols of loyalty to Rome and of 
established traditions.  The worship of these deities was part of what it meant to be 
a Roman rather than a deep commitment to faith.  
 
 

  Mythology:  Roman Religion 
 
  
As the size of the empire increased, Rome ruled a wide variety of people who 
practiced other religions.  The Romans accepted this as part of controlling their 
provinces, but they expected their subjects to respect the Roman gods along with 
their own.  When Romans adopted the idea that their emperors became gods after 
they died, it was presumed that those living in the empire would honor this 
concept, too.  For those who practiced polytheism, a belief in more than one god, 
this was not a problem.  For Jews and Christians, whose faith was based on 
monotheism or the belief in one God, it was a serious issue.   
 
 



 
Rome's Trevi Fountain Featuring Neptune 

 

  Go to Questions 1 through 3. 
 
 
The Province of Judea     
 
In the quest for more territory, the Romans took over Judea, a Jewish kingdom in 
the region of Palestine.  For the Jews, Rome was just another conqueror.  The area 
had been dominated for centuries by a long list of foreigners that included 
Macedonians, Egyptians and Persians.  At first, the Romans allowed Judea to 
remain independent, but its kings ruled as representatives of Rome.  They obeyed 
the Roman taxation policies and accepted the benefits of Roman engineering, such 
as aqueducts and roads.   The Romans agreed to excuse the Jews from emperor 
worship because of their belief in one God, but many Jews resented the Romans 
and their own kings, who went along with Rome’s plans.   



 
 

 
Aerial View of the Ruins at Masada:  Photograph by Andrew Shiva 

 
 
In spite of efforts to keep trouble to a minimum, a group of Jewish revolutionaries, 
known as Zealots, started a rebellion in 66 A.D.  Although they were determined, 
the Zealots were no match for the Roman forces.  Their last stronghold, the fortress 
of Masada, fell in 73 A.D.  Here, over 900 Jewish men, women and children killed 
themselves rather than submit to the Romans. Other uprisings followed, but the 
results were the same.  Eventually, the Roman army destroyed much of Jerusalem, 
capital of Judea.  Thousands of Jews were killed in the fighting, and many others 
were captured or sold as slaves.  You can learn more about the uprising and the 
Roman siege at Masada by watching the video listed below. Fear of more violence 
encouraged some Jews to leave Judea and settle in communities around the 
Mediterranean Sea.  This movement of people from their homeland into various 
other regions is called a diaspora.  Judea became a Roman province and lost its 
independence.  Even though their kingdom was gone, the Jewish faith survived 
through the efforts of scholars and priests called rabbis.  



 
 

  Uprising in Judea Haunts Rome    
 

Go the Questions 4 through 6.  
 
 
A New Faith      
 
During this time of unrest, Christianity, a new religion with Jewish roots, 
developed.  What we have learned about its founder, Jesus, has come from the 
Gospels, the first four books of the New Testament in the Bible.  They described 
his early life as a Jewish boy who worshipped God and followed Jewish law.  At 
the age of thirty, he began preaching in villages and towns, accompanied by a 
group of followers referred to as the disciples or apostles.  When word spread that 
Jesus had performed several miracles, large crowds gathered to hear him speak. 
 
 

 
Early Christian Symbols 

 
 
When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem, the Jewish population of the city was divided in 
their opinion of him.  Some Jews welcomed him, while others viewed him as a 
troublemaker.  The Roman authorities considered him a revolutionary and another 
rebellious instigator.  This led to the arrest, trial and conviction of Jesus.  He was 
sentenced to death by crucifixion, a standard method of execution used by the 



Romans.  Shortly after his death, stories circulated that Jesus had risen from the 
dead and that his disciples had been ordered to spread his teachings. 
 

  Go to Questions 7 through 9.  
 
 
Christianity Takes Root      
 
The disciples, especially Peter, took the command to spread Jesus’ message very 
seriously.  As they established Christian communities throughout Palestine, some 
Jews accepted the idea that Jesus was the messiah or savior.  At first, Christianity 
was looked upon as a small, Jewish sect, but gradually, it moved across the Roman 
world.  It became a major religion, in great part, due to the efforts of Paul, a Jew 
from Asia Minor. 
  
At first, Paul, whose Jewish name was Saul, worked to destroy the influence of the 
new faith and actively persecuted Christians.  One day, he had a religious 
experience that caused him to convert to Christianity.  His career as a missionary 
took him all over the Roman Empire and finally brought him to Rome.  He visited 
established Christian communities and formed new ones.  Along the way, Paul 
wrote letters to explain aspects of the faith that were difficult to understand and to 
settle disagreements over the meaning of Jesus’ teaching.  Paul’s letter to Rome’s 
Christians is a good example.    Because he declared that Christianity was open to 
everyone, the number of Christians grew steadily.   
 
 



 
 

 

Go to Questions 10 through 13. 
 
 
The Time of Persecution     
 
Christianity did not receive the same tolerance that Rome had demonstrated toward 
other religions.  Christians often refused to respect Roman gods and to make 
sacrifices in honor of the emperor.  From the viewpoint of Roman officials, this 
demonstrated disloyalty and a rebellious attitude.  Christians also began to meet in 
secret to avoid trouble with the authorities, and this made their activities appear 
even more suspicious.  Some Roman rulers, such as Nero, used Christians as 
scapegoats and unfairly blamed them for the economic and social problems of the 



empire.  Thousands became martyrs, a term for people who suffered or died for 
their beliefs.   
 
 

  Establishing Christianity 
 

Go to Questions 14 and 15.  
  
 
The Growth of Christianity     
 
In spite of challenges, Christianity grew for several reasons.  Persecution did not 
have the effect that the Romans had intended.  The courage and strength of the 
martyrs made a positive impression and resulted in new converts.  The new faith 
was very appealing to women, the poor and others with little power within the 
Roman system.  The very structure of the Roman Empire also made it easy for 
Christianity to advance.  Like other travelers, those carrying the Christian message 
journeyed on roads protected by the Roman army and sailed on seas protected by 
the Roman navy.  Without the ability to move with relative safety from place to 
place, a knowledge of Christianity would have been much less likely to advance.  
By 200 A.D., the Christian faith had become a significant force, and nearly 10% of 
those living in the Roman Empire thought of themselves as Christians.  The 
emperor Constantine brought an official end to the persecutions in 313 A.D. when 
he issued the Edict of Milan.  This imperial order gave religious freedom to all 
citizens of the empire.  The emperor Theodosius made Christianity the state 
religion of the empire in 392 A.D.     
 
 



 
 

Go to Questions 16 through 18.  
 
 
The Early Christian Church     
 
Each Christian community had a priest who was responsible for its leadership.  
Only men were eligible to perform this duty.  Several communities combined for 
form a diocese, and a church official called a bishop was responsible for all of the 
Christians within its boundaries.  Soon bishops located in important cities gained 
greater recognition than the others.  The bishop of Rome was called the pope and 
claimed to have power over all the other bishops.  Cities such as Alexandria, 
Jerusalem and Constantinople called their bishops patriarchs.  The patriarchs 
believed that they were the pope’s equal and that the church’s authority should be 
shared.  This rivalry created a division between the Christians living in the western 
part of the Roman Empire and those living in the eastern section.   
 
 



 
Roman Temple of Minerva Converted to a Christian Church 

 

Go to Questions 19 and 20. 
 
 
What Happened Next?     
 
As the Christian church became stronger and more influential, Rome’s power 
deteriorated.  Many factors contributed to the empire’s long, slow decline, and we 
will explore these in Unit 10.  Meanwhile, review the names and terms found in 
this unit; then, answer Questions 21 through 30. 
 

  Go to Questions 21 through 30. 
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