
5th Grade Online Dashboard Assignments 
 

1. Go to www.omeresa.net  

2. Go to student services and click on Progress Book Parent  

3. Sign in with the student’s log in  
a. The log in is the students first and last name (firstlast) ex. Breannabeck  

b. The password will be ridlunchcode ex. rid12345  
4. Click on activities and then click on the link for the assignment.  
 
This can be done using the computer or cell phone.  
 
Math- Two new online assignments on Dashboard 

 Decimals:  Add, Subtract, Compare, Place Value 

 Multiplying Decimals and Exploring Patterns 
 
Science- Three new online assignments- Potential and Kinetic Energy, Net Force, and 
STEM project. 

 Read the passage on potential and kinetic energy and answer the questions. 

 Read the passage net force and answer the questions. 

 Make a roller coaster using items around your house! Send me a picture either 
through Google Classroom or email at Breanna.beck@mfcsd.k12.oh.us  

 
Language Arts- Complete three new activities along with any activities not completed on 
Dashboard. 

 Verbs 

 Synonyms, antonyms and homophones  

 Prepositions 
 
Social Studies- Complete three new activities along with any activities not completed on 
Dashboard. 

 Our Resources  

 Human Activities Change Our Environment  

 Tribal Regions of North America 
 
 

mailto:Breanna.beck@mfcsd.k12.oh.us


Name: ______________________________

A Mob of Meerkats
By Guy Belleranti

On a large rock in the dry grasslands

of southern Africa, a few slender, foot-tall

meerkats stand upright on their rear legs.

Their statue-like stances, along with their

small pointed faces and large eyes, make

a cute picture.  However, these meerkats

aren’t posing for photos. They’re acting as

guards, watching for predators while others

in their group, or mob, search for food.

A mob of meerkats is made up of thirty to forty individuals from several families.  

They’re led by a dominant male and female, but the slightly larger female is considered 

the top meerkat.  

If one of the meerkats standing guard spots a jackal, hyena, hawk, eagle, or other 

predator, it will call out an alarm.  The call will be different if a predator is approaching 

from the air than if the danger is coming from on land.  Mob members usually run for the 

safety of their extensive underground burrows and tunnels.  Sometimes, however, they 

stand together, hissing, until the predator leaves.

Inside the burrows, other mob members watch over newborns and juvenile 

meerkats.  The burrows have many entrances and exits.  The deeper tunnels have 

comfortable year-round temperatures. 

A meerkat mob has several burrow systems.  The meerkats move from one system to

another every few months.  They often occupy burrows previously dug by ground squirrels 

or other animals.  However, meerkats are also well adapted for creating or extending 

burrows.  They have long claws for digging.  They also have a clear membrane covering 

their eyes, and ears that close to keep out dirt.
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More fun meerkat facts:

• Meerkats are diurnal.  This means they are active

during the day.  When they emerge from their

burrows each morning they like to stretch out on

their backs and warm up in the sun. 

• Although the name “meerkat” might make you

think they’re related to cats, the meerkat is

actually related to the mongoose. 

•  The dark fur around a meerkat’s eyes diminishes

the sun’s glare.

• Meerkats can be vicious fighters.  When members

from two different mobs clash over territory, some might not survive.

• Meerkats have an excellent sense of smell.  This helps them find food even when it's 

hiding underground.  They love insects, but also eat spiders, scorpions, lizards, 

rodents, eggs, birds, and fruit. 

About the Author 

Guy Belleranti is an author of fiction, poetry, articles, puzzles, and humor for 

children and adults.  He also works as a docent at the Reid Park Zoo in Tucson, 

Arizona.  The information in this article comes from his experiences teaching 

children about the wild animals at the zoo.
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Name: ______________________________

A Mob of Meerkats
By Guy Belleranti

   1.     According to the article, which of the following is not a way 

meerkats would react to a predator? 

a.  Meerkats might run to the safety of their burrow. 

b.  Meerkats might climb a tree to escape a predator.

c.  A guard meerkat might call out an alarm. 

d.  Meerkats might stand in a group, hissing, until the predator leaves.    
 

   2.     Based on what you learned in the article, why do meerkats make different calls? 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________  

   3. Meerkats are able to live in complex burrows and even expand the burrows of previous 

animals.  What are two physical traits that help meerkats do this?   

   1.  ________________________________________________________________________________________

 

   2.  ________________________________________________________________________________________

   4.  If you see a group of meerkats standing very straight on their hind legs, what are they most 

likely doing? 

a.  sunbathing b.  sniffing out prey to eat

c.  watching for predators d.  socializing with each other

  5. According to the information in the article, how are the internal clocks, or active and resting 

times, of meerkats similar to those of humans? 

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ______________________________

A Mob of Meerkats
By Guy Belleranti

Match each vocabulary word from the reading passage with
the correct definition.

   _____   1.  diminishes a.  a young animal

   _____   2.  slender b.  a small carnivorous mammal related to the 
                meerkat

   _____   3.  vicious c.  most powerful 
                

   _____   4.  jackal d.  decreases; makes something less

   _____   5.  dominant e.  violent; cruel

   _____   6.  juvenile f.  active during the day
     

   _____   7.  occupy g.  a thin structure that acts as a boundary in 
      an organism 

   _____   8.  mongoose h.  a wild dog that lives in Africa
      

   _____   9.  diurnal i.  gracefully thin; slight 

   _____  10.  membrane j.  reside in a certain place
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Name: ______________________________

A Mob of Meerkats
By Guy Belleranti

In the article, “A Mob of Meerkats,” you learned that meerkats

use teamwork to protect the mob from predators, take care

of young, and dig extensive burrows.

Choose another animal species that demonstrates teamwork

in its everyday living.  How does that animal species work together with others of its kind? 

Give examples of teamwork based on your knowledge of the animal species you chose.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________

What Is the Constitution?
By Anita Kim Venegas

America was a new country after the 

Revolutionary War.  The country needed 

a central government and a set of laws 

for people to live by in order for it to 

become a strong, unified nation.  During 

the war, colonies would not send money

or supplies to provide support for soldiers 

in other colonies.  If soldiers were in 

battle in Pennsylvania, the government 

of Virginia would not send food or 

supplies.  After the war, each colony began to make its own laws and govern its own people.

With the Revolutionary War in the past, the colonies would need to work together as a 

team.  The colonists in New Jersey didn’t know how to get along with colonists in Delaware.  

People in Rhode Island wouldn’t work with people from New Hampshire.  Lawyers, soldiers, 

merchants, and farmers from each colony decided to meet and agree upon a set of federal 

laws that would apply to everyone in America.  

On May 25, 1787, fifty-five men from the colonies gathered together in the 

Pennsylvania State House, now called Independence Hall.  The men sat together at round 

tables to discuss how to form a republic.  A republic is a type of government where the power

is held by the people and their elected representatives.  No other country in the world was a 

republic in 1787.  Each colony had authority to create laws for themselves.  However, 

representatives from each colony would work together to create federal laws that all citizens 

would follow. 

The most important decision they had to make was how many votes each colony 

would have when it was time to vote on federal topics such as taxes or education.  

Representatives from the smaller colonies were concerned that the larger colonies would 

have more votes on issues in government.   
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Throughout the hot and humid summer, the men created a set of laws to rule the 

country.  Everyone decided it was important to keep the meetings secret.  The tall windows 

on both sides of Independence Hall were hammered shut with nails to prevent 

eavesdropping by the townspeople.

Finally, after seven weeks of working on a plan to balance voting power between the 

small and large colonies, the men agreed to compromise.  One half of Congress, the Senate, 

would be represented by two men from each colony.  The other half, the House of 

Representatives, would be represented in proportion to the number of people in the colony.  

In other words, a colony with fewer people would have fewer representatives.  A colony with 

a larger population would have more representatives.  

Another decision the men needed to make was to choose a leader; someone needed

to lead the country and speak with leaders of other countries.  They knew they did not want 

a king.  They called this position “president”.  They voted for George Washington to be the first

president of the United States.  He represented all the citizens of the new nation.

In September of 1787, they finished writing the Constitution and proposed it to the 

colonies to ratify, or approve.  As each colony approved the Constitution, the colony 

became a state.  The Constitution was approved by nine colonies in the summer of 1788.  The

first ten amendments, or additions to the Constitution, were made in 1791.  They are called 

the Bill of Rights.

About the Author          
Anita Kim Venegas is the author of The Adventures of Peanut and Dutch.
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Name: __________________________________

What Is the Constitution?
 By Anita Kim Venegas

1. Based on the information in the article, what immediate problem did the colonists 
need to solve? 

a.  The colonies were fighting among each other.

b.  America needed a central government and laws. 

c.  The colonies did not have enough food to feed the people.  

d.  America needed to appoint a king like Great Britain had.   

2. What kind of government did the colonists want to form and why?  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

         

3. What concern did the smaller colonies have about their representation in the new 
federal government? 

a.  They did not want the larger colonies to have more votes on important issues. 

b.  They wanted to have more representatives than the larger colonies. 

c.  They did not want the new government to have an elected president.

d.  They wanted the elected president to come from one of the smaller colonies.

         

4. Identify the two house of Congress.  

___________________________________ and ___________________________________
 

5. How do the two houses of Congress represent a compromise between the larger and 

smaller colonies? 

  ___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: __________________________________

What Is the Constitution?
 By Anita Kim Venegas

Match each vocabulary word from the article with the correct
definition.

_______  1.  colony a. secretly listening to a conversation

_______  2.  president b. the legislative branch of the U.S. 
government 

_______  3.  compromise c. a territory under the political control 
of another country

                    
_______  4.  Independence Hall d. rule over a country, state, or group of 

people

_______  5.  eavesdropping e. the power to make decisions and 
enforce rules or laws   

        

_______  6.  govern f. an agreement that is reached when 
two parties give up some of their
demands to meet in the middle         

_______  7.  Congress g. the lower house of the U.S. Congress 
that had representation based on a 
colony's population       

_______  8.  Senate h. building where both the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence and 
Constitution were written

                    
_______  9.  House of Representatives i. the upper house of the U.S. Congress 

represented by two men from each 
colony

_______ 10. authority j. the elected leader of a republic 
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Name: __________________________________

What Is the Constitution?
By Anita Kim Venegas

In the article, “What Is the Constitution?” you learned that it was
important for the newly independent nation to develop a central
government and a set of laws that applied to all the colonies.  It
took an entire summer and fifty-five colonists, but by September of
1787, the American Constitution was written. 

On the lines below, describe several challenges the writers of the
Constitution faced when drafting the document.  
Base your answer on the information from the article. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ______________________________

Henry Hudson
by Kelly Hashway

Before planes, people traveled by boat. And getting goods

from one place to another took a long time, especially when ships had

to sail around continents. In the early 1600s, European trading

companies were looking for faster routes to sail to India and Asia. 

In 1607, British explorer Henry Hudson led two failed voyages to

find a northeast passage across the Arctic Ocean to Asia. He was searching for a route above the 

Arctic Circle, and his biggest problem was navigating around icebergs, which blocked his path. After 

failing twice, Hudson couldn’t get a British company to fund his next voyage. He had to persuade the 

Dutch East India Company to back his third expedition.

Hudson left Amsterdam on April 4, 1609 aboard a ship named the Half Moon. Once again he was

searching for a northern water passage, and just like on his previous trips, icebergs blocked his path and

made his crew threaten mutiny. Hudson soon realized that a northeast passage across the Arctic would 

be nearly impossible. He decided to change directions and search for a water route to Asia through the

New World instead. Hudson and the Half Moon's crew headed southwest across the Atlantic Ocean to 

America.

After several months, Hudson landed on small islands near Newfoundland, Canada. He sailed the

Half Moon along the coast in search of a northwest passage across the continent of North America. He 

arrived in the New York Harbor and sailed up a body of water that is now named the Hudson River. He 

thought the river might lead to the Pacific Ocean. But he was wrong, and he was forced to turn back to

Europe. He had explored new lands, but did not find a route to Asia.

Hudson made one final attempt in 1610, on a new ship named Discovery. He sailed Discovery 

across the northern Atlantic, along the coast of Greenland, and into Canada. He discovered a large 
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body of water that became known as Hudson Bay. Unfortunately, the Hudson Bay did not lead to Asia. 

Furthermore, Hudson's luck had run out. Winter weather hit the region and Discovery had become 

trapped in thick ice. Hudson's crew became angry. They wanted to return to Europe, but Hudson 

wanted to continue searching for a passage to Asia. When spring came, the crew revolted and took 

control of the ship. They put Hudson, his son, and a few men who stayed loyal to Hudson on a small 

boat somewhere in Hudson Bay. The crew sailed Discovery back to Europe and Henry Hudson was 

never seen again.

Although Henry Hudson failed his attempts to find a northern water route to Asia, he is credited 

with being the first European to sail up the Hudson River. He also claimed new land for the Netherlands 

and had several areas named after him, including the Hudson River, Hudson Bay, the Henry Hudson 

Bridge, and Hudson County in New Jersey.
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Name: ______________________________

Henry Hudson
by Kelly Hashway

  1.   In 1609, why couldn't Hudson continue looking for a 
northeast passage through the Arctic?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

  2.   What ship was Hudson sailing when he discovered the Hudson River?

a.  Half Moon b.  Discovery

c.  Atlantic d.  Santa Maria

  3.   How long did it take Hudson to travel from the North Cape to the Hudson River?

a.  about a month b.  about four months

c.  about seven months d.  about a year and four months

  4.   Explain why Hudson didn't return to Europe after discovering Hudson Bay.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

  5.   Why did European trading companies want Hudson to find a water route to Asia?

a.  so they could buy and sell goods with Asians more cheaply

b.  so they could find out what life was like in Asia

c.  so they could fish in Asian waters

d.  so they could find out if the world was round
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Name: ______________________________

Henry Hudson
by Kelly Hashway

Read each sentence from the article.  Choose the best definition for
each underlined word.

   1. After failing twice, Hudson couldn't get a British company to fund his next voyage.

a.  allow b.  pay for
c.  go along on d.  write about

   2. The crew revolted and took control of the ship.

a.  tried to overthrow a leader b.  repaired a broken vehicle
c.  rested for a long period of time d.  yelled loudly and ran about

   3. Hudson left Amsterdam on April 4, 1609 aboard a ship named the Half Moon.

a.  city in England b.  city in Iceland
c.  city in the New World d.  city in the Netherlands

   4. Winter weather hit the region and Discovery had become trapped in thick ice.

a.  ship b.  area or place
c.  Earth d.  body of water

   5. In the early 1600s, European trading companies were looking for faster routes to sail to 
India and Asia. 

a.  ships built for speed  b.  way to travel from one place to another
c.  dangerous paths  d.  people who do things quickly

   6. Once again he was searching for a northern water passage, and just like on his previous 
trips, icebergs blocked his path and made his crew threaten mutiny.

a.  to make jokes about the captain     b.  to stop working
c.  to leave the ship d.  to take over the ship
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Name: ______________________________

Henry Hudson
by Kelly Hashway

Look at the picture of Henry Hudson shown below. 
Write a paragraph to explain what is happening in the picture.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________
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Forces are all around us.  In fact, forces are acting on you at this very 

moment.  A force is a push or pull on an object.  Forces have a magnitude 

(strength) and direction.  They are able to change the motion of an 

object.  If you kick a ball, pick up a backpack, walk, run, jump, or even 

sit in a chair, you are experiencing forces.  Three common forces 

observed on Earth are gravity, friction, and air resistance.

Gravity is a force that pulls all objects that have mass toward one 

another.  Earth constantly pulls all objects toward its center.  This explains 

why an object will fall to the ground when it is dropped.  Friction is a 

force that resists motion when two surfaces are touching each other.  

Friction can be observed by rubbing your hands together, rolling a ball 

across the floor, or slamming the brakes in a car and screeching to a stop.  

Air resistance is a form of friction.  It is the frictional force air exerts 

against a moving object.  You can experience air resistance trying to walk 

on a windy day, riding a bicycle, or skydiving.  

Net force is the overall force exerted on an object.  It is measured in units 

called Newtons (N).  If the net force is equal to zero, then a change in 

motion will not occur and the forces are considered to be balanced.  

Balanced forces are equal forces that do not cause a change in an object’s 

motion.  Any object that is stationary or moving at a constant speed is 

experiencing balanced forces.  If the net force is greater than zero, then a 

change in motion will occur and the forces are considered to be 

unbalanced.  Unbalanced forces are unequal forces that cause a change in 

an object’s motion.  Any object that is speeding up, slowing down, or 

changing direction is experiencing unbalanced forces.  

Net Force
Science Literacy Article

Name: _______________ Date: __________
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Name: _______________ Date: __________

Net Force Question Companion

For 1-5, choose the best answer.

1. What is the unit of measurement for force?
a. Kilograms
b. Meters per second
c. Newton
d. Joule

2.  Balanced forces will result in which of the following?
a. An object coming to a stop.
b. An object slowing down.
c. An object speeding up.
d. No change in motion. 

3. What is air resistance?
a. The friction between air molecules and an object.
b. The ability of air to resist changes in motion.
c. The tendency of air to resist gravity.
d. The net forces acting on air.

4. You and your dog are playing tug-of-war. For a while, neither of you are winning 
but after a few hard tugs, your dog pulls the toy from your hands. What happened 
in this scenario?

a. The forces were unbalanced when no one was winning and then balanced 
when the dog pulled the toy away.

b. There were no forces acting on the toy when it was a tie, then were 
unbalanced when the dog pulled the toy away.

c. There were no forces acting on the toy when it was a tie, then were balanced 
when the dog pulled the toy away.

d. The forces were balanced when no one was winning and then unbalanced 
when the dog pulled the toy away.

5. True or False: The force of gravity exists between all objects that have mass.
a. True
b. False

Fill in the blank(s) with the correct answer for 6-9.

6. A force is a ____________________ or a ____________________.

7. Two objects must be touching to create ____________________.

8. Changes in an object’s motion are caused by ____________________ forces. 



9. If the forces on an object are greater than zero, the motion of an object will 
_______________.

10.Enter the items on the list below into the Venn diagram using their numbers.

1. Causes changes in motion

2. Force working in opposite directions

3. Does not cause changes in motion

4. Force working in the same direction

5. Net force is greater than zero

6. Keeps objects at rest or at a constant speed

7. Net force is equal to zero

8. A push or a pull

Forces

Balanced Unbalanced



You observe objects in motion on a daily basis.  All objects that are in 

motion have speed.  A school bus taking students to school, a hawk 

swooping down to catch its prey, and even the Earth revolving around the 

Sun are all examples of objects in motion with speed.  The speed of an 

object can be determined by dividing the distance the object traveled by 

the time it took the object to travel that distance.  Therefore, speed = 

distance ÷ time.  There are several other specific forms of speed including 

average speed, instantaneous speed, and constant speed.

Average speed is the total distance an object travels divided by the total 

time traveled.  When you walk to class you might walk slowly while 

talking to your friends, completely stop to get a drink of water, and then 

walk much more quickly so that you make it to your class on time.  If you 

wanted to calculate your average speed to class all you would need to do 

is divide the total distance you walked to class by the time it took you to 

get to class.  It would show your overall average speed.

Instantaneous speed is the speed of an object at a specific moment in 

time.  In the scenario above, you had different speeds during your 

journey to class.  You had a low instantaneous speed while walking slowly 

to talk with friends.  At other moments you had a greater instantaneous 

speed while walking quickly to make it to class on time.  You even had an 

instantaneous speed of zero when you came to a complete stop to get a 

drink of water.  These are all examples of instantaneous speed because 

they relate to your speed at a specific time.  

Constant speed is speed that remains the same or does not change.  You 

could demonstrate constant speed by walking at the same pace from one 

class to another.  As long as you do not speed up or slow down, your 

speed remains constant.  Therefore, if you calculated your speed at any 

point, it would be exactly the same.

Average Speed
Science Literacy Article

Name: _______________ Date: __________
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Name: _______________ Date: __________

Average Speed Question Companion

For 1-5, choose the best answer.

1. Speed is a relationship between what two factors?
a. The distance an object travels and the work being done to get it there.
b. The work an object does and the time it takes.
c. The time is takes an object travel and the force used.
d. The distance an object travels and the time it takes to do it.

2. Which formula below can be used to calculate speed?
a. Speed = Volume ÷ Mass
b. Speed = Time ÷ Distance
c. Speed = Mass x Acceleration
d. Speed = Distance ÷ Time 

3. Which of the following could be the speed of an object at rest?
a. 0 m/s
b. -4 m/s
c. 20 m/s
d. 1 m/s

4. A car is traveling down a freeway. There is no traffic so the driver is maintaining a 
speed of 60 mph. What form of speed would this be?

a. Average
b. Instantaneous
c. Constant
d. Fast

5. True or False: Calculating the speed of an object will also tell you in which direction 
it is moving.

a. True
b. False

Fill in the blank(s) with the correct answer for 6-9.

6. A bird flies from its nest to a lake for food and water. The nest and lake are 2 miles 
apart. It takes the bird 10 minutes to get from the nest to the lake. What is its 
average speed in mi/min?

7. An ant crawls along 24 inches of a picnic blanket at a constant speed for 6 
seconds. It stops when it finds a strawberry and investigates. Then, it travels back 
to the anthill 48 inches away in 8 seconds to alert the workers so they can retrieve 
the food. What is the instantaneous speed of the ant on the return trip to the 
anthill?



8. If the speed of an object is ___________________ that means it is not changing.

9. A plane takes 230 passengers from New York to Chicago in 3 hours. New York and 
Chicago are 789 miles away from each other. What is the average speed of the 
flight in mph?

10.The journey a snail takes is seen on the graph below. Answer the following 
questions based on the data:

a. What is the average speed of the snail? _________

b. What is the instantaneous speed of the snail the last 20 minutes? _________

c. What is the snail doing from 40-60 minutes? _________
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